HOW NATIVE PLANT GARDENS SUPPORT
POLLINATORS AND ECOSYSTEMS

By: Sabrina L. Moore | SLM Native Bloom Haven Inc. | July 1, 2026

REPLACING LAWN AND TURF GRASS WITH A NATIVE PLANT POLLINATOR GARDEN
OFFERS SIGNIFICANT ECOLOGICAL AND PRACTICAL BENEFITS:

Supports Biodiversity and Food Webs

Native plants have evolved alongside local wildlife, forming essential relationships with pollinators
and other insects. These gardens help rebuild complex, localized food webs, supporting birds,
butterflies, bees, and other beneficial species. By increasing habitat for pollinators and caterpillars,
native gardens help prevent the collapse of local ecosystems.

Environmental Sustainability

Native plants are adapted to local conditions, requiring less water, fertilizer, and maintenance than
turf grass. They help sequester carbon and stabilize the climate, contributing to broader
environmental health. Native gardens reduce the need for chemical inputs, lowering pollution and
runoff into local waterways.

By converting lawn space to native plant pollinator gardens,
you directly contribute to local biodiversity, environmental
health, and community education while enjoying a beautiful,
sustainable landscape.

Seasonal Beauty and Community Engagement

Native pollinator gardens provide year-round visual interest with
diverse blooms and foliage. Publicly visible gardens can educate
communities about the importance of native plants and inspire others
to adopt sustainable landscaping. Signage and outreach increase
awareness and promote environmental stewardship.
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SIM Native Bloom Haven Long-Term Cost Savings and Low Maintenance

Laurel, Maryland Once established, native gardens require minimal maintenance
301-388-5292 compared to lawns, which need regular mowing, watering, and
SRRV fortilizing. Over time, these gardens become more resilient and
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Climate and Water Benefits

Native plant roots improve soil structure, enhance water infiltration,
and reduce erosion. They help manage stormwater naturally,
decreasing the risk of flooding and water pollution.
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